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When Children are affected by cancer-A Coping Guide:

Children who face cancer—whether their own diagnosis or that of a loved one—
often experience confusion, fear, and grief. Adults play a crucial role in guiding
them through these challenges by offering clear communication, emotional
support, and stability.

When a Child Has Cancer

Childhood cancer is rare but devastating. Talking openly and in age-appropriate
ways helps children better understand their condition. They may ask why they
became ill, whether they will recover, or what treatments involve. It's important to
reassure them that nothing they did caused the disease.

Providing Comfort and Support

Cancer can bring major changes, from hair loss to fatigue and shifting friendships.
Parents and caregivers can ease the adjustment with creative coping strategies,
social opportunities, and normal routines. Encouraging fun activities and time with
peers helps reduce feelings of isolation.

Families Facing a Terminal Diagnosis

When a child’s illness is terminal, families must balance their own grief with
supporting the child. Healthy coping may include seeking therapy, spending
meaningful time together, drawing on spiritual beliefs, and leaning on extended
family or friends for support.

When a Loved One Has Cancer

Children also struggle when a parent or close family member is ill. Their reactions
may range from anger to withdrawal. Honest, age-appropriate conversations help
them process what’s happening. Maintaining routines and creating moments of
quality time can provide comfort during uncertainty.

Supporting Healthy Grieving

Losing a loved one is often a child’s first experience with grief. They need space to
ask questions, express emotions, and remember the person in meaningful ways.
Healthy grieving happens at different paces and may come in waves. If a child
shows ongoing distress, professional help from a therapist may be needed.

The Importance of Mental Health

Children coping with cancer or loss are at risk of anxiety, depression, and stress.
Recognizing warning signs and offering both family support and professional
guidance ensures they do not face the journey alone. To learn more, visit: https://
mesothelioma.net/children-affected-terminal-cancer-coping-guide/

While this looks like it is directed towards families with mesothelioma, actually,
this FREE resource is useful for families with ANY type of cancer. It is a useful


https://mesothelioma.net/children-affected-terminal-cancer-coping-guide/
https://mesothelioma.net/children-affected-terminal-cancer-coping-guide/

guide about how to talk to a child when a family member has cancer OR when a
family has a child with advanced or terminal cancer.

OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR PARENTS:
Roadmap to help kids Positively Navigate the Cancer Experience-
Aurelie Catherine Cormier RN MS ANP-BC

Camp Kesem-Camp for children whose parents have cancer. Free of charge
Have are several in each New England state as well as NY and NJ.
https://www.kesem.org/programs-services/camp-kesem

Environmental Working Group: EWG:

www.ewg.org

This is the Best Go-To Resource for any Consumer issues regarding environmental
impacts of water, home, food, skin care products and potential toxic exposures.

Hole in the Wall Gang Camp

http://www.holeinthewallgang.org/Page.aspx?pid=471

Weeklong summer camp and year-round center for kids dealing with serious
illnesses including cancer and blood disorders. Founded by Paul Newman in 1988,
the camp is offered free of charge. Kids spend their days in a fun-loving, activity
centered camp located in Ashford, Ct. Kids are usually enrolled for 3 summers in a
row to help build friendships and lasting experiences of being a kid.

Silent Spring, Institute

www.silentspring.org

Located in Newton and carrying on the work of Rachel Carson, Silent Spring is
dedicated to researching and disseminating information on the environment and its’
association with disease in general and breast cancer specifically. Has great web
site information on known carcinogens in the environment, our homes, work sites
and pharmaceuticals which have already been associated with breast cancer. Well
worth your time to look over their findings.
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